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Heartbeat Laws 



Definition 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● Seeking abortion - must determine if a heartbeat 
is present 

● Can’t perform unless necessary to save parent’s 
life or prevent irreversible damage to the body 
that impairs function 

● No exception for sexual assault or incest 

● Prohibit abortions once a fetal heartbeat is 
detected 

● No gestational time limit 
○ When do you typically detect a heartbeat? 

Goal  Implementation 



Impact on Healthcare 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● Even more limitations on abortion access 
● Physicians can face up to 10 years of prison time 
● What if there was a heartbeat at prior appointments but not now?
● Who determines the guidelines for a life-threatening or life-limiting pregnancy and what are they?
● Creates fear and confusion

○ Tend to lean against abortion -> major health impacts
○ Prior abortion ban by 1910 -> increase in deaths due complications of illegal abortions (1 out of 5 maternal 

deaths)



State Tracking 

● Difference between gestational limit and heartbeat 
● Virtually the same as abortion banned/gest limit 

6-12wks 
● H.R.682 Heartbeat Protection Act of 2025 - Rep. 

Mike Kelly (PA) 
● 1/23: Referred to House Committee on Judiciary - 

Chair: Jim Jordan (OH) 
● Has introduced act every year  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https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/682
https://www.congress.gov/member/mike-kelly/K000376
https://www.congress.gov/member/mike-kelly/K000376
https://clerk.house.gov/Members/J000289


Current PA Tracking 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● HB 1740: Heartbeat Bill introduced by Rep. 
Stephanie Borowicz (R) 

○ 7/16: Referred to Judiciary - Chair: Rep. 
Tim Briggs (D) 

● Senate Abortion Protections Package introduced 
by Sen. Amanda Cappelletti (D) 

○ 6/24: Referred to various committees 
● House Abortion Protections Package introduced 

by Rep. Mary Jo Daley (D) 
○ 6/23: Referred to various committees 

● No movement since 

https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/2025/hb1740
https://www.palegis.us/house/members/bio/1838/representative-stephanie-borowicz
https://www.palegis.us/house/members/bio/1838/representative-stephanie-borowicz
https://www.palegis.us/house/members/bio/1159/rep-briggs
https://www.palegis.us/house/members/bio/1159/rep-briggs
https://www.palegis.us/senate/co-sponsorship/memo?memoID=46876&document=SB885
https://www.palegis.us/senate/co-sponsorship/memo?memoID=46876&document=SB885
https://www.palegis.us/house/co-sponsorship/memo?memoID=46948&document=HB1638
https://www.palegis.us/house/members/bio/1622/representative-mary-jo-daley
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